Note for Atomic Energy Commission 


Subject: Choice of the University of Agricultural Science 
Bangalore Campus, for the location of the 
Biological Research Centre 

The Planning Commission approved the setting up of the 
Biological Research Centre as part of the National Centres 
Scheme (NC-1) in 1985. Initially a sum of Rs. 9.9 crores 
was approved. It was subsequently reduced to 6.25 crores 
(vide DAE, DO No. 3/1(2)85-Budget). 

In order to select a suitable location for the Centre, a 
committee of molecular biologists at T.I.F.R. including 
Prof. V. Nanjundiah, Prof. M.M. Johri, Dr. L.C. Padhy and 
Prof. 0. Siddiqi examined the possible locations. 

The essential requirements for the Centre were 50 acres 
of land for laboratories and housing and an additional 50- 
100 acres for experimental field station. The following 
criteria were kept in view. 

i) Attractiveness of the city for scientists in all parts 
of India and for Indian scientists returning from other 
countries; climate conducive to work throughout the 
year. 

ii) Interaction with other scientific institutions working 
on modern biology and biotechnology; necessity of 
close linkage with a University or other educational 
institution. 
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iii) Good connection by air and railway to major cities of 
India; availability of essential scientific and 
technical, infrastructural support. 

iv) Availability of adequate water and power. 

3. The committee considered Bombay, Indore, Bangalore, Poona, 
Delhi and Goa. After further investigation, the search was 
narrowed to the following three cities in order of 
preference: 

Bangalore 

Poona 

Bombay 

Steps were taken to locate specific sites in these cities 
and to intercompare them. Specific proposals for sites in 
Kalyan, Poona and sites near Bangalore were considered. 
Some of these turned out to be either unsuitable or not 
available. This exercise took nearly two years. 

4. In February 1988, Chairman, AEC wrote to Shri Ramakrishna 
Hegde, Chief Minister of Karnatak. In response to his 
efforts, the Karnatak Government suggested three possible 
sites in Bangalore including sites near Bangalore University 
and the University of Agricultural Sciences (UAS). 

In October, 1988, Karnatak Government agreed in 
principle to provide land in the campus of the University of 
Agricultural Sciences (U.A.S). After further discussions 
with the University a broad agreement was reached. 
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5. 


The draft MOU with the UAS has two parts. Part I deals with 
land lease; Part II is an academic agreement. It provides 
for: 

i) Recognition by the UAS of the Biological Research 
Centre and teaching rights for its members. 

ii) Admission of post-graduate students of UAS to the 
Centre. 

iii) Collaborative research between UAS and the Centre. 

iv) Provision by UAS of Agricultural field facilities to 
the Centre. 

Plant molecular biology and biotechnology are important 
areas of interest to the Centre and the last-mentioned point 
is specifically important. 


6 . 


The University of Agricultural Sciences has offered us 20 
acres of land for institutional buildings. Being adjacent 
to Hebbal lake, the site has a good supply of ground water. 
The Government of Karnataka has promised to help us obtain 
land for housing in the vicinity of the Centre. It has also 
promised to acquire 50-100 acres of agricultural land within 
reasonable distance of the Centre for the field station. 


7 . 


The U.A.S campus is within easy reach of the Indian 
Institute of Science, the ASTRA Research Centre and the 
proposed site for the Nehru Science Centre; this will permit 
close interaction between these institutions. 
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8. In view of points 5, 6 and 7, the location of the Centre in 
the U.A.S campus is of great advantage from several points 
of view. 


9. 



Identification of a suitable site for the Centre has proved 
to be an difficult task. This has been the principal reason 
for the delay in starting the project. 


10. It is urged that, in view of the above consideration, the 
AEC may kindly approve the choice of the UAS for the TIFR 
Centre for Biological Research. 


O. Siddiqi 


